
 
 

Five Teachers of the Year in Final Round for District Honor  
Winner to be announced at December awards ceremony 
 

Oct. 31, 2017 – Five finalists have been chosen from among 188 nominated for the Orange 

County Public Schools 2019 Teacher of the Year. The winner will be announced in an awards 

ceremony in December. The finalists are: 

 

Kenneth Boyd 

West Orange High School 

Ken Boyd is an accomplished music educator who has 

earned numerous national awards and recognitions, 

including the 2017 National High School Program of 

Excellence. He is an exemplary role model to the 

students of West Orange High who seek his guidance 

in matters both personal and professional. Mr. Boyd’s 

depth of character and ethical leadership result in 

students devoted to his program and their own future moral and professional development. 

 

 

Cindi Brasch 

Hospital Homebound 

Cindi Brasch is an accomplished athlete, an esteemed 

teacher, and a decorated coach. She serves students 

with disabilities, both physical and cognitive, so that 

they can experience safe and healthy activities. As an 

Adaptive Physical Education Teacher, she moves easily 

between schools, teaching various grade levels and 

ages. She provides appropriate instruction, maximizing 

mobility and activity for students. She generously shares her time and talent as a high 

school coach and Special Olympics Coach and Coordinator.  

 

 

Kyle Dencker 

Timber Creek High School 

Kyle Dencker is committed to all students and believes 

every student should have access to rigorous and 

relevant courses, no matter who they are or where 

they come from. He works tirelessly to make sure that 

students who may typically be underrepresented in the 

computer science industry are encouraged to explore 



their potential. He works with other teachers from across the county, state and nation, 

training them how to use computer science to change children’s lives. 

 

Bernie Hendricks 

Ocoee High School 

Bernie Hendricks is not just a teacher and band 

director at Ocoee High School, but he is the true spirit 

and heart and soul of what makes this school a special 

place. He has a personal battery that never stops and 

he never says “No” to anything that will benefit all 

students. He’s at the helm of a 235 piece marching 

band that not only performs at school and sport events, 

but all over the region in various appearances. Mr. Hendricks always displays passion and 

pride in students and the school. 

 

Sandy Mercer  

Lake Silver Elementary School 

Mercer has transformed her students’ learning 

experience through her interactive approach, rigorous 

lessons and emphasis on their achievement. The 

impact she has on Lake Silver is profound. She is a 

leader and resource among her peers. She cultivates 

an atmosphere of learning and rigor that is 

unprecedented and essential to her role as a VE 

instructional teacher.  

 

The winner will be the district’s nominee for the 2019 Florida Department of 

Education/Macy’s Teacher of the Year. Based on nominations from the 2017-18 school 

year, their Teacher of the Year tenure, if selected, will be for the year 2019. The program 

recognizes and honors the contributions of outstanding classroom teachers who have 

demonstrated a superior capacity to inspire a love of learning in students of all backgrounds 

and abilities.  
 
 

(For more information, please contact Media Relations at 407.317.3458.) 

 

### 

 
OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in 
its programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic 
information, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals 
at the Ronald Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance 
matters: Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. 
Graf; Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 
 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 


